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D E S I 

ToDesp A ir. v. iii [defpero? Latin.] Fo be without her 
to defpond. 

Though thou dreweft a fword at thy friend, yet defpair not; 
for there may be a turning. EccluJ . xxii. 21. 

We commend the wit of the Chinefe, who dej'pdir of 
making of gold, but are rhad upon making of filver. Bacon . 

IN ever cJcfpan or God s bleflings here, or of his reward 
hcicaitei ; but go on as you have begun. IVakc's Preparation* 
Desp a irer. n. J. [from defpair.] One without hope. 

He cheers the fearful, and commends the bold, 

And makes defpairers hope for good fuccefs. Dry den. 

Desp airful, adj. [_defpair and full.} Hopelefs. Obfolete. 

J hat fweet but four defpairful care Sidney , b. i. 

Despairingly, adv. [from defpairing.'] In a manner be- 
tokening hopelefnefs or defpondency. 

He fpeaks feverely and defpairingly of our fociety. • Boyle. 
To DhSPA'TCH. v. a . [ depefeher , French.] 

1. To fend awayhaftilv. 

Doctor I heodore Coleby, a fober and intelligent man, I 
dej patched immediately to Utrecht, to bring me fome of the 
moxa, and learn the exatb method of ufing it, from the man 
that lold it. Temple. 

The' good Tneas, v/hofe paternal care 
Jiilus’ abfencc could no longer bear, 

Defpatch' d Achates to the (hips in hade, 
i o give a glad relation of the part. Dry den s Vhg. BEn." 

2. To fend out of the world ; to put to death. 

Edmund, I think, is gone, 

In pity of his mifery, to defpatch 

His nighted life. Shakefpeare' s King Lear. 

And the company fhall (lone them with Itones, and defpatch 
them with their fwords. Ezek. xxiii. 47. 

In combating, but two of you will fall ; 

And we refolve we will dfpatch you all. Dry den. 

Defpatch me quickly, I may death forgive ; 

I fhall grow tender elfe, and wifh to live. Dryd . Jnd. Emp. 
To perform a bufmefs quickly; as, I defpatchcd my affairs, 
and ran hither. 

Therefore commanded he hi$ chariot- man to drive without 
ceafing, and to defpatch the journ y, the judgment of God 
now following him. 2 Mac. ix. 4. 

No fooner is one action def patched , which, by fuch a deter- 
mination as the will, we are let upon, but another uneafinefs 
is ready to fet us on work. Locke . 

4. To conclude an affair with another. 

What, are the brothers parted ? 

— They have defpatch' d with Pompey ; he is gone. Shakefp. 
Despatch, n.f [from the verb.] 

1. Hafty execution ; fpeedy performance. 

Aftefted defpatch is one of the moil dangerous things to 
bufinefs that can be. Bacon . 

You’d fee, could you her inward motions watch. 
Feigning delay, fhe wifhes for defpatch ; 

Then to a woman’s meaning would you look, 

Then read her backward. Granville. 

T he defpatch of a good office is very often as beneficial to 
the folicitor as the good office itfelf. Addijon's Spectator. 

2. Conduct; management. Obfolete. 

You fhall put 

This night’s great bufinefs into my defpatch , 

Which fhall, to all our nights and days to come. 

Give folely fovereign fway and mafterdom. Shake f Macbeth. 
Exprefs ; hafty meflenger or meflage ; as, dcfpatches were 
fent away. 

DespaYchful. adj [from defpatch.'] Bent on hafte ; intent 
on fpeedy execution of bufinefs. 

So faying, with clifpatchful looks, in hafte 
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent. A'lilt. P arad. Lojl. 

‘ Let one difpatchful bid fome fwain to lead 
A well fed bullock from the graffy mead. Pope s Gdyffcy ? b. iii. 
DE'SPERAT E. adj. [ defperatus , Latin.] 

1. Without hope. 

Since his exile fhe hath defpis’d me moft ; 

Forfworn my company, and rail’d at me, 

That I am defperate of obtaining her. Shakefpeare. 

2. Without care of fafety ; rafh ; precipitant ; fearlefs of danger. 

Can you think, my lords, 

^ hat any Englifhman dare give me counfel. 

Or be a known friend ’gainft his bighnefs’ pleafure. 

Though he be grown fo defperate to be honeft. 

And live a fubjeft. Shakejpeare s Llenry VIII. 

He who goes on without any care or thought of reforming, 
fuch an one we vulgarly call a defperate perfon, and that fure 
is a moft damning fin. Hammond's PraFt. Catech. 

3. Irretrievable; unfurmpuntable; irrecoverable. 

Thefe debts may be well called dejperate ones ; for a mad 
man owes them. ' Shakefpeare s Tirnon . 

In a part of Afia the Tick, when their cafe comes to be 
'thought detferate? are carried out and laid on the earth, before 
, they are dead, and left there. Locke. 

I am a man of defperate fortunes, that is, a man whole 
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fricnJs a dead ; for I never aimed at any other fortune t\ u 
in friends y n ■ 

Mad; hot-brained ; r„ri„u» '*'*** 

. w ere it not the part of a defperate phyfician to wifh hu 
friend dead, ratner than to apply the beft endeavours of ), ! 
frill for his recovery ? _ Spenjer’s State cf Irela J 

is fometimes ufed in a fenfe nearly ludicrous, and o V 
ks any bad quality predominating in a high degree. ' 
Concluding all mere dej/ rate lots and fools. 

That durff depart from Ariftotle’s rules. Popes EfK on C * 

De/sper ateLy. adv. [from defperate.] tU * 

1. Furioufly; madly; without attention to fafety or danger 

Your deleft daughters have foredone themfelves & 

A nd deffrately are dead. Shake/ King Lear 

1 here might be fomewhat in it, that he would not hav* 
done, or defired undone, when he broke forth as defperatel 
as before he had done uncivilly.. Brown s Vulgar Errours b ^ 

2. In a great degree; violently: this fenfe is ludicrous. * 

# She fell defperately in love with him, and took a voyao-e into 
Sicily in purfuit of him, he having withdrawn thither on pur- 
pofe to avoid her. Addijon's Spectator ? N°. 22?' 

Desperateness. n.f. [from defperate] Madnefs; fur- 
precipitance. ' ' 

The going on not only in terrours and amazement of con- 
fidence,^ but alfo boldly, hopingly, confidently, in wilful habits 
of fin, is called a dejf eraienejs alfo ; and the more bold thus 
the more defperate. Hammonds Praci. Catech. 

DesperaYion. n f [from defperate.] Hopelefnefs; defpair • 
defpondency. 

Dcfperation 

Is all the policy, ftrength, and defence, 

T hat Rome can make againft them. Shake/ Coriolanus > 
As long as we are guilty, of any pall: fin, and have no pro- 
mife of remiffion, whatever our future care be, this deaera- 
tion of fuccefs chills all our induftry, and we fin on, becaufe 
we have finned. Hammond on Fundamentals . 

DESPICABLE, adj. [ defpicabUis , Latin.] Contemptible; Yile; 
mean ; fordid ; worthlefs. It is applied equally to perfons or 
things. 

Our cafe were miferable, if that wherewith we moft endea- 
vour to pleafe God, were in his fight fo vile and defpi cable as 
mens difdainful fpeech would make it. Hooker , b. v. f 25. 

Their heads as low 

Bow'd down in battle, fiunk before the fpears * 

Of defpi cable foes. Milton's Paradije Lojl , b. i. 437. 

All th’ earth he gave thee to poflefs and rule. 

No defpi cable gift ! Milton's Paradife Lofl, b. xi. /. 34c. 
All the quiet that could be expe£ted from fuch a reign, muft 
be the refult of abfolute power on the one hand, and a defpi - 
cable flavery on the other. Addifon. 

When men of rank and figure pafs away their lives in cri- 
minal purfuits and practices, they render themfelves more vile 
and despicable than any innocent man can be, whatever low 
ftation his fortune and birth have placed him in. Addijon. 

DespPc ab leness. n. f. [from defpicable.] Meannefs; vile— 
nefs ; worthlefnefs. 

We confider the great difproportion between the infinity of 
the reward and the defpi cablenefs of our fervice. Decay of Piety. 

D e'spicably. a>iV. [ from defpicable . ] Meanly ; fordid jy ; 
vilely. 

Plere wanton Naples crowns the happy fhore. 

Nor vainly rich, nor defpicably poor; 

7 he town in foft folcmnities delights, 

And orentle poets to her arms invites. Addifon on Italy . 

D espi'sable. adj . [from defpife ] Contemptible ; defpicable; 
regarded with contempt. A word fcarcely ufed but in low 
converfation. 

I am extremely obliged to you for taking notice of a poor 
old diftrefled courtier, commonly the moft defpifabU thing in 
the world. Arbuthnot to Pope • 

To DESPFSE. v. a. [ defifer , old French, Skinner ; dejpicio , 
Latin.] 

1. T'ofcorn; to contemn ; to flight; to difrefpefh 

For, lo, I will make thee fmall among the Heathen, and 
dejpifed among men. Jer. xlix. 15. 

My fons their old unhappy fire defpife , 

Spoil’d of his kingdom, and depriv’d of eyes. Pope's Statius . 

2. In Shakefpeare it leems once to fignify abhor? as from the 
Italian defpettare. 

Let not your ears defpife my tongue for ever, 

Which fhall poflefs them with the heavieft found 

That ever yet they heard. Shakefpeare s Macbeth • 

DespPser. n.f [fr om defpife.] Contemner; fcorner. 

Art thou thus bolden’d, man, by thydiftrefs? 

Or elfe a rude defpifer of good manners. 

That in civility thou feem’ft fo empty ? Shah. As you like it * 
Wifdom is commonly, at long running, juftified even 0 
her defpifer s. ' Government of the Tongue , f j- 

Thus the atheifts, libertines, and dejpifers of religion, ufuai y* 
pals under the name of free-thinkers. Swift • 

DespiVh* 


DES 




DESPFTE. n.f [fpijt? Dutch; depit? French.] 

1. Malice; anger; malignity; malicioufnefs ; fpleen ; hatred. 

Thou wretch! defpite o’er whelm thde! Shak. Coriolanus. 
With men thefe confederations are ulually the caufes of 
defpite? difdain, or averfion from others; but with God they 
pafs for reafons of our greater tendernefs towards others. Sprat < 

2. Defiance. 

The life, thou gav’ft me firft, was loft and done; 

’Till with thy warlike fword, defpite of fate, 

To my determin’d time thou gav’ft new date. Shak. H. VI. 

My life thou (halt command, but riot my.fhatne ; 

The one my duty owes ; but riiy fair name, 

Defpite of death, that lives upon my grave, 

To dark difhonour’s ufe thou fhalt riot have. Shak. Rich. 11 - 
Know I will ferve the fair in thy defpite. Dryd. Fab . 

I have not quitted yet a victor’s right ; 

I’ll make you happy in your own dejpite. Dryd. Aurengzebe. 

Say, would the tender creature, in dejpite 
Of heat by day, and chilling dews by night, 

Its life maintain ? Blackmore's Creation . 

Thou, with rebel infolence, did’ft dare 
To own and to proteft that hoary ruffian ; 

And in defpite? ev’n of thy father’s juftice, 

To ftir the fa£lious rabble up to arms. Row's Amb. S, Moth. 

3. A£l of malice; act of oppofition. 

His punifhment, eternal mifery, 

It would be all his folace and revenge, 

As a dfpiie done againft the moft High, 

Thee once to gain companion of his Woe. Milt. Par. Lofl. 
To DespiYe. v. a. [from the noun.] To vex; to affront; 
to give uneafinefs to. 

Saturn, with his wife Rhea, fled by night, fetting the 
town on fire, to defpite Bacchus. Raleigh's Hi f dry. 

DespiYeful. adj. [defpite and fu'L] Malicious; full of fpleen ; 
full of hate ; malignant ; mifehievous : ufed both of perfons 
and things. 

His taken labours bid him me forgive ; 

I, his defpiteful Juno, fent him forth 
From courtly friends with camping foes to live, 

Where death and danger dog the heels of worth. Shake/. 
Preferve us from the hands of our dej'piteful and deadly 
enemies. King Charles. 

Mean while the heinous and defpiteful a£l 
Of Satan, done in Paradife, was known 
In heav’n. Milton's Paradife Lojl , b. x. 1 . r. 

DespiYefully. adv. [from defpiteful.] Malicioufly ; ma- 
lignantly. 

It requires us to pray for them that defpitefully ufe us and 
perfecute us. Matthew v. 44* 

DespiYefulness. n.f. [from defpiteful] Malice; hate; 
malignity. 

Let us examine him with defpitefulnefs and torture, that we 
know his meeknefs, and prove his patience. TVifd. ii. 19. 
DespiYeous. adj. [from dejpite.] Malicious; furious. A 
word now out of ufe. 

The knight of the red-crofs, when him he fpy’d 
Spurring fo hot with rage def piteous? 

’Gan fairly couch his fpear. Fairy Sixteen 7 b. i. c. 2. 

To DESPOIL, v. a. [defpolio? Latin.] 

1. To rob ; to deprive. With of 

Defpoil'd of warlike arms, and knowen fhield. Spenfer. 

You are nobly born, 

Defp oiled of your honour in your life. Shake f. Henry VI. 

He waits with hellifh rancour imminent, 

To intercept thy way, or fend thee back 
Defpoil'd of innocence, of faith, of blifs. Milt* Par. Lojl. 

He, pale as death, dejpoil'd of his array, 

Into the queen’s apartment takes his way. 

Ev’n now thy aid, 

Eugene, with regiments unequal preft, 

Awaits : this day of all his honours gain’d 
Defpoils him, if thy fuccour opportune 
Defends not the fad hour. 

DespoliaYion. n.f [from defpolio? Latin.] The a& of de- 
fpoiling or ftripping. 

To DESPO'ND. v. a. [defpondeo? Latin.] 

1. To defpair ; to lofe hope ; to become hopelefs or defperate. 

It is every man’s duty to labour in his calling, and not to 
defpond for any mifearriages or difappointments that were not 
in his own power to prevent. L'Efl range? Fab. 1 10. 

There is no furer remedy for fuperftitious and defpond - 
ing weaknefs, than firft to govern ourfelves by the heft im- 
provement of that reafon which providence has given us for 
a guide; and then, when we have done our own ‘parts, to 
commit all chearfuliy, for the reft, to the good pleafure of 
heaven with truft and refignation. L' Eji range. 

Befides, to change their pafture ’tis in vain, 

Or truft to phyfick : phyfick is their bane : 

The learned leaches in defpair depart, 

And lhake their heads, defponding of their art. Dryd. Virgil . 
Vql j herS de P re k tlleir own minds, defpond at the firft diffi- 


culty; and conclude that making ariy progrsfs in knoWecIgc^ 
farther than fierves their ordinary bufinefs, is above their capa- 
cities. . . . , ; . . ; , L * ckh 

[In theology. J To lofe hope of the divine mercy.' 

He confiders what is the natural tendency of fuch a virtue^ 
or fuch a vice : he is well apprized that the reprefentati on of 
fome of thefe things may convince the underftanding, fome 
may terrify the confcience, fome may allure the flothiul^ and 
fome encourage the defponding mind. IVatts' s Improvement « 
Despondency, n. J. [from dejpondent,] Defpair; hopelefnefs | 

defperation. .. J . 

DespoYdent. adj. [de/pondens y Latin.] Defpairing; hopelefs; 

without hope 

Congregated thrulhes, linnets, fit 
On the dead tree, a dull deJpo?ident flock. ThmfoA s Autumn. 
-It is well known, both from ancient and modern expe- 
rience, that the very boldeft atheifts, out of their debauches 
and company, when they chance to be furprifed with folitude 
or fteknefs, are the moil: fufpicious, timorous, and defpondent 
wretches in the world. Bentley's Sermons. 

To DESPO'NSATE. <z;. <7 \_defponfo , Latin.] To betroth; to 
affiance; to unite by reciprocal promifes ot marriage. 
Desponsa TiON. n. J [ from dejponfate. ] The betrothing 
perfons to each other. 


DE'SPOT. n.f ^OsaTToIr^ J 
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Phillips . 


An abfolute prince ; one that go- 
lority. I his word is not in ufe, ex- 
cept as applied to fome Dacian prince; as, the defpot of 
/ Servia. 

DespoYigal. £ adji [from defpot.] Abfolute in power; unli- 
DespoYiCk. ) mited in authority ; arbitrary ; unaceountableo- 

God’s univerfal law 
Gave to the man defpotick power 
Over his female in due awe. 

Nor from that right to part an hour. 

Smile fhe or lowre. Milton's AgonifleSi 

In all its directions of the inferior faculties, reafon con- 
veyed its fuggeftions with clearnefs, and enjoined them with 
power: it had the paflions in perfed fubjedion; though its 
command over them was but perfuafive and political, yet it 
had the force of coaCIive and defpotical. South's Sermons . 

We may fee in a neighbouring government the ill con- 
fequences of having a defpotick prince, in a ftate that is moft: 
of it compofed of rocks and mountains ; for notwithftandrng 
there is vail extent of lands, and many of them better than 
thofe of the Swifs and Grifons, the common people among 
the latter are in a much better fituation. . Add't^n on Italy • 
Patriots were forced to give way to the madnefs of the 
people, who, ftirred up with the harangues of their orators, 
were now wholly bent upon iingle and defpotick flavery. Swift » 
DespoYic alness n.f [from defpotical.] Abfolute authority. 

Despotism, n . f [dejpotifn , French, from defpu. J Abfolute 
power. 

To DESPU'MATE. v. 77. [defpu?no? Latin.] To throw off 
parts in foam ; to froth ; to work. 

Despuma tion. n. f. [from defpumaie.] % The ad of throwing 
off excrementitious parts in feum or foam. 

Desquam aYion. n f [from fquama? Latin.] The ad of 
fealing foul bones. 

DesseTt. n. J. dejferte? French.] The laft courfe at an en^ 

tertainment ; t le fruit or fweetmeats fet on the table after the 
meat. 

To give thee all thy due, thou haft the art 
To make a fupper with a fine dejfert. Dryden' s Perfius* 

At your deffert bright pewter comes too late, 

When your firft courfe was well ferv’d up in plate. Kin v. 

To DDSTINArE. v. a. [ deflino ? Latin.] To defum for any 
particular end or purpofe. 1 

Birds are deflinated to fly among the branches of trees and 
bufhes. Ray on the Creation. 

Destination, n.f [from dejhnate.] The purpofe for which 
any thing is appointed ; the ultimate defign. 

The paffages thiough which fpirits are conveyed to the 
members, being almoft infinite, and each of them drawn 
through fo many meanders, wherein other fpirits are a jour- 
neying, it is wonderful that they fhould perform their regular 
defhnations without lofing their way. Glanv. SceH 

There is a great variety of apprehenfions and fancies of * 
. men, in the dejlination and application of things to feveral 

ends and ules. Hale's Orign of Mankind, 

To Destine, v. a. [dejlino? Latin.] 

I. To doom; to appoint unalterably to any ftate or condition. 

Wherefore ceafe we then ? 

Say they who counfel war : we are decreed, 

Referv d, and dejlin d to eternal woe : 

Whatever doing, what can we fuffer more? Milt Pa Lofl 
All altars flame ; before each altar lies, J 

Drench’d m his gore, the dejlin d facrifke. Dryden' s Mneh. 
i o appoint to any ufe or purpofe. 

Vf J,°° thln blood ftrays into the immediately futi ordinate 
v efreh, which are dejltnsd to carry humours fecreted from the 

Arbuthnet on Aliments. 
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